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This weekend | will board a commuter
plane, aided by some nerve-calming
pharmaceuticals, and fly to the UCC
Headquarters in Cleveland for some
intensive training sessions entitled:
“Ready, Set, Grow!” This event is billed
as the natural next step of the “God Is
Still Speaking” campaign. “God Is Still
Speaking” was a clever and
provocative marketing concept meant
to make us stand out in the sea of
religiosity as Christian people who
welcome everyone... no exceptions.
“Ready, Set, Grow!” asks the
gquestions, “Now that people’s interest
in the UCC has been piqued, what's
next? What comes after the radical
welcome? What makes churches ready
for growth? What makes them vital?” |
shall be very interested to hear what
the folks in Cleveland have to say,
because | have been asking these
same questions about our beloved
Broadway Church.

We are coming close to the end of the
2006-2007 program year — and what a
year it has been! We have seen a
steady increase in the number of
worshippers, with visitors joining us
almost every Sunday. We set a modern
attendance record at our beautiful
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and
Carols (thanks, Doug!). For the first
time in years, the Mission Committee
is planning an out-of-town mission trip
(January 2008), to help in the
rebuilding efforts in New Orleans. And
those are just a few of the highlights.

But what's next? How do we keep the
momentum going? How do we build on
our strengths in a way that results in
increased vitality and growth? Quite
frankly, | don’t know. That’s the reason
| am off to Cleveland this weekend.
But Cleveland won't give me any
magic answers. There simply aren’t
any. How boring it would be if there
were! But there are answers to our
questions. And we will find them
together, as we think and talk and plan
and pray about our future — confident
that God is still speaking... and still
speaking to us!



.D #' $ %

!
"#$% &

ANN HOYT, the BUCC Choir’s luminous soprano,
will perform a Benefit Concert on Sunday May 20,
at 7:00 pm for the TIFFANY WINDOWS PROJECT. The
concert is entitled, "My Favorite Songs from A to Z," and
will follow the weekly supper that evening after worship.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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MAY 21, 7:30 pm
MOSAIK TWO

Annaliesa Place, violin; Svet Stoyanov, marimba

Svet Stoyanov has been praised for his “unmistakable
virtuosity” (The New York Times) and Annaliesa Place
for her “poise and intelligence” (Cleveland Plain
Dealer)—together they fuse to become Mosaik Two.
Since their debut at the Jazz and Classics Festival in
Juneau, Alaska, Mosaik Two has been a rising force on
the music scene — the '06-'07 season includes a tour
throughout Holland, performances in Princeton and
Baltimore, and a residency at the Peabody
Conservatory.

MUSIC MONDAYS are held in the sanctuary and co-sponsored
by Broadway United Church of Christ & Advent Lutheran Church
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The 2007 Metro
Association
Annual Meeting

by Jim Stokes-Buckles

April 21st was a beautiful day for a drive up to
White Plains, where the Ridgeview Congregational
Church hosted the 130th Annual Meeting of the
UCC Metro Association. Broadway is one of the
approximately 85 congregations that make up this
larger church body, which is in turn a part of the
New York Conference of the UCC. Even among
such a great company of Christians, Broadway
stood out — one participant estimated that
Broadway had the largest presence in proportion to
its membership of any church at the meeting!
Broadway also brought what appeared to be the
only young adult delegate.

The Meeting received the report of its “Blue Ribbon
Committee,” a group tasked with reviewing and
overhauling the Association’s finances and
structure (Broadway’s own Pastor James Campbell
has served on that committee for the past year).
Other business included affirming a statement on
sanctuary churches, i.e. churches that seek to support
undocumented immigrants during their possible
deportation proceedings. Aside from business, the day
also included a training on boundaries, a service of
worship and communion, and a delicious Ilunch
provided by the Ridgeview hosts.

Representing Broadway as delegates to the
meeting were Pastor James Campbell, Pat
Crawford, and Jim Stokes-Buckles. Also present
from Broadway were Dick Adams, Jennifer Aull,
Ann Kansfield, Ron Morose, and Joseph Medlin.

For more information about the meeting, including
full text of reports, go to www.uccmetrosuffolk.org,
and select from the menu Our Associations, then
Metro Association, then 2007 Annual Meeting.
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"How important it is for us to recognize and
celebrate our heroes and she-roes!”
Maya Angelou

(in honor of Mother’s Day)
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JOIN US on Sat., MAY 12th for a free, fun-filled day
in the great outdoors at Broadway Church’s very own
Camp Jefferson in Harriman State Park (about 1
hour north of NYC), which includes a landmarked
cabin and boats for paddling on beautiful Lake
Stahahe (which sits practically at our front door).

Transportation, food and beverages will be provided,
but you may want to bring your cameras and perhaps
even a fishing pole or cards or binoculars for bird
watching, etc.!

While there, we will learn about the fascinating
history of Camp Jefferson, hike around the lake
(optional), explore the grounds, join in an outdoor
worship service, and enjoy wonderful food, all while
getting better acquainted with the other members and
friends of Broadway Church.

A SIGN-UP SHEET is on the back table in the sanctuary
(over fifteen persons are already signed up).

NOTE: If you plan to go to the camp via your own
transportation, please STILL sign up, and indicate
that you do NOT need transportation in the
appropriate column (so we will know how many
people to provide food for). You may also sign up by
contacting the Broadway Church office by calling
212-316-5700 or emailing: Office@bwayucc.org

Photos by Marcos Martins
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(We'd love to include YOUR
News & Pictures! Just call 212-316-5700)
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by Larry Long

Recently Marj and Larry Long crossed the state of
Florida to Lake Worth to visit Aston Glaves and his
wife, Vernice. Aston, as a Broadway Church staff
member, made major contributions to creating
affordable housing on the West Side of Manhattan,
playing a catalytic role in creating Clinton Housing and
Manhattan Plaza, among other projects. He later was
Executive Director of Project FIND, an agency that
provides housing and other services for aging people.
As a member of Broadway, he was chair of the Mission
Committee and a member of the Future of the Church
Committee. Aston now serves as chair of the Mission
Board of West Palm Beach Union Congregational
Church. Vernice’s New York professional role involved
being an early childhood teacher and a supervisor of
early childhood programs for New York City. Later in
life, she went to seminary, becoming a minister in
another denomination.

Larry (center) with Vernice and Aston Glaves in front
of a pomelo tree in their backyard
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We continue to join with the members of our sister
church, Advent Lutheran, as they pray for the quick
recovery of Pastor Elise Brown from recent emergency
eye surgery in Minnesota while visiting her sister. She
is back in the city now and has been into the office for a
few hours, but needs to continue a slow and quiet
recuperation to ensure proper healing. Meanwhile, she
thanks us all for our prayers and concern, and for the
little “Get Well” gift sent by the office on behalf of our
whole congregation:

Dear Friends at Broadway,

Thank you so much for sending the beautiful bouquet
of flowers and box of chocolates after my recent
surgery. The flowers stayed bright and lasted the entire
time | was in Minneapolis and offered hope on some
difficult days.

| am so sorry | missed sharing Holy Week with all of
you. | heard the services were glorious!

One of the beauties of the community of faith is we
share both the joys and the trials of this human life.
Thank you for your prayers and your care during
this trial.

| hope to see you all very soon,
Love, Elise
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The Broadway Church AIDS WALK NEW YORK Team
from 2006: (L-R) Larry Long, Marcos Martins, Marj Long,
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AIDS WALK NEW YORK is on Sun., May 20, 9:00
am — Join Anne Croly and the BUCC Team for
this annual commitment on Anne's part in memory
of BUCC members Galan Meyer and Sam Stafford.
Anne invites fellow BUCC members and friends to
join her in the Walk (10 K / 6.2 miles), and/or to
support her through financial contributions toward
this fund-raiser in the fight against AIDS.

Anyone planning to walk with Anne should meet
her at 8:30 AM, just inside Central Park (Fifth Ave &
Central Park South entrance) at the registration
table where she will register (under “Croly”) If you
plan to do this, please try to let her know in
advance: aec56@aol.com (718-432-2898). If you
like, we can join Brent Nicholson Earle's team for
breakfast and walk with them and then join them
for their group's AREA (or American Run for the
End of AIDS) picnic. If we get separated, just meet
them at their community table at the end of the
walk. They will be holding their picnic up the hill
from their table.

Anne notes that former BUCC President Sam Stafford used to be a Star
Walker, raising over $1,000 each time, and that is again her goal this year. You
can make contributions online at: www.aidswalk.net/NewYork. Just click on
"Sponsor a Walker," then enter “Anne Croly” as the Participant. You can also support
the Walk by giving Anne a check, payable to AIDS Walk New York.
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On Saturday, April 14, Broadway member Donna Jeffrey (pictured on the right
in a blue shawl) and Administrator Emily Whittemore became part of the "Sea
of People" designed to dramatize how vulnerable Lower Manhattan is to rising
sea levels. Demonstrators dressed in blue and stood in single file to form a line
along what will become the “future sea level" and shoreline should we fail to
stop global warming. For a shocking animated clip of what that shoreline might
look like, visit: http://stepitup2007.org/article.php?id=132 1 /N 5& 31! 7
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And coming up in early June: June 3, David Seiple;
June 4, Tocy Friend, Christopher Lew, and Julie McCoy;
June 5, Steve Harper; June 8, Kevin Armington

Congratulations and best wishes to all!
If we missed anyone’s birthday, please inform the Broadway
Church office at 212-316-5700 or office@bwayucc.org.

Donna Jeffrey (right)
-- Fuzzy photo by Emily’s Cell Phone!
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by Constance L. Benson, M.Div.
and Brian D’Agostino, Ph.D.

Before joining Broadway United Church of Christ, the two
of us have been active in another Christian community
inspired by Jesus’ prayer for unity: the Focolare
Movement. This ecumenical and inter-religious
movement was born in a crucible: the firebombing of
Trent in Northern Italy during the final months of World
War Il. Day after day, Chiara Lubich and a circle of young
friends huddled in a bomb shelter as their city was
pounded by both the Allies and Germans. Their plans for
university study, for marriage, for careers were literally
going up in smoke and they did not know whether they,
themselves, would live.

Under these horrific conditions, they began to read the
Bible. Discovering the prayer of Jesus, “May they all be
one . .. " (John 17:21), they took it as their mission to
work towards its fulfillment by emptying themselves in
order to bring the fullness of God’s love into the world.
They would live this way, “in the present moment,” and
for as long as they were still alive.

The Focolare Movement (focolare is the Italian word for
hearth) eventually multiplied from its original circle into
many circles of lay members, female and male, single
and married. It eventually became the largest lay
movement in the Catholic Church, and was later
appropriated by other Christians and members of other
world religions; it now reaches some five million people
worldwide. Another name for the movement is “The Work
of Mary,” an appropriate appellation, since the Focolare
emphasize practical acts of service in the world over
traditional rituals of veneration.

Throughout the course of our 25 years as a couple, we
have aimed to practice the Focolare movement's
spirituality of unity with one another and in all our
relationships. | (Brian) first encountered this movement
in college at a time when | was extremely alienated from
my father. One summer at a Focolare retreat | had a
healing experience that enabled me to overcome this
alienation. Even though we have continued to diverge in
our values, | have been able to love my father as a
human being and tell him that | love him.
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More recently, at a time when | (Connie) had given
up on the possibility of a relationship with my Baptist
parents, we tried to apply the Focolare’s spirituality of
unity to this challenge. At this time in my life, | had
also become very disillusioned with organized
Christianity and was considering leaving the church
altogether. We decided to empty ourselves in order to
love my parents and be open to the presence of
Christ. This attitude healed our relationship with my
parents to a degree we would not have imagined.

In a sense, the Focolare spirituality is simply the
Gospel of Jesus, put into practice with love at the
center. As an aid to living this spirituality, the
movement chooses a verse of Scripture every month
and publishes a short commentary placing it into the
context of love. Members and friends of the Focolare
movement gather in small “Word of Life” groups to
read these commentaries and share experiences of
living the Gospel. We have participated in such
groups and find them helpful for our Christian
formation. If any of you are interested, we would like
to start a Broadway UCC “Word of Life” sharing

group.

While Chiara Lubich and most of the Focolare’s
leaders are lay Catholics, the Focolare spirituality is
also practiced by Anglicans, Lutherans, Eastern
Orthodox and other Christians as well as Jews,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and even people who
consider themselves non-religious. A Broadway UCC
Word of Life group would appropriate this ecumenical
and inter-religious spirituality in an open and affirming
context consistent with the values and covenants of
our church. For more information about the Focolare
Movement see www.focolare.org
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“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer!”
Romans 12:12

PRAYERS of HOPE & HEALING for...

Advent Lutheran’s Pastor Elise Brown
(healing from a detached retina) and for
all going into surgery and struggling with
serious health issues, including...

Caitlin and her family

Evelyn

Gladson Kampenya (Annie Martin’s
brother), who is struggling with cancer

Ivan Pagan and his family

Margarita Alonso (Pedro Pérez’s friend),
who has a possible malignant growth

Richie (Rosetta’'s friend), who is once
again hospitalized

Rosetta Marie Gibson’s mother, who is
struggling with chemotherapy

Sara Liebe, and those who care for her

Steven Hornshy’s father, Joseph, as he
begins chemotherapy (and for his whole
family)

Urva Kissa, the dear friend and sponsor of
Rocky, as she faces a possible
struggle with cancer

A lovely Labrador mix named Georgia,
who is being treated for an unidentified
growth in her belly

Help for all those who struggle for courage
and strength

For love, happiness, peace, hope,
friendship, and living a long life

HELP & JUSTICE for...

Lori, for strength

Nan and ALL who are homeless or struggling to
gain safe and affordable housing

All those who struggle for a more positive
and peaceful mind

For all who are homesick or lonely and have
no one to care about them

All those who are feeling the desperation of
being unemployed or under-employed;
help them find some means of support

All those who are hungry or in harm’s way

The earth itself, all its life-forms, and all
those who are its stewards

COMFORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Brian D'Agostino and his whole family, who
mourn the loss of Brian’s father

Kim, whose dog (his best friend) died

Families and friends of the victims of the
Virginia Tech massacre

Relatives and friends who mourn the men
who lost their lives working on the NYC
Subway system; and for the conductors
who could not stop the trains in time

SAFETY & PEACE for...

Kevin Smith, who has just gone back to Iraq

Peace in troubled households

American troops (and their families) and for ALL
victims of war

All the people suffering war and terrorism in
Africa, the Mideast, and throughout the world

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING for...

Ed Bolella and Julie McCoy's new jobs

The health of Pedro’s partner

Fredda, Susan, Tina, and ALL friends who
provide much needed love and support

All healing and all care-givers

Our church and all churches worldwide

The power of the resurrection and the Spring
daffodils!

"God speaks in the silence of the heart.

Listening the beginning of prayer!”

~ Mother Teresa
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BROADWAY o ,
UNITED CHURCH Sun., May 6, 630 pm — BUCC Mission Committee

Mon., May 7, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards
OF CHRIST Sat., May 12 — BUCC Outing to Camp Jefferson in Harriman State Park
Sun., May 13, 3-4:45 pm — New Members Orientation
Sun. May 20, 9:00 am — AIDS Walk New York

2504 Broadway
New York, NY 10025

212-316-5700 ‘% % 3-4:45 pm — New Members Orientation
office@bwayucc.org “ * * T7:00 pm - Ann Hoyt's Benefit Concert for the Tiffany Wir <
Project, "My Favorite Songs from Ato Z."
he Rev JZﬁiE%RCampbell Mon., May 21, 7:30 pm — Music Mondays Concert (Mosaik Two)
' ' Mon., May 28 — BUCC Office Closed (Memorial Day)
DIRECTOR of MUSIC Sun., June 3, 5:00 pm — Reception of New Members
Douglas O. Drake wowow 6:30 pm — BUCC Trust Committee
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Mon., June 4, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards
Emily C. Whittemore Sun. June 10, 6:30 pm - BUCC SPRING CORPORATE MEETING
Thu, June 14, 5:30 pm - Joint Property Committee
MISSION PROGRAM June 22, 2007, 9 am to Lunch - NY Conference Annual Meeting,

COORDINATOR

Kyle A. Carnes Hartford Civic Center, Hartford CT

June 22-26, 2007 - UCC General Synod 26 at Hartford, Connecticut
CHILDREN'S Theme: "Let It Shine!" - Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the

EDUCATION COORDINATOR . _ . . .
Stephanie L. Hughes United Church of Christ; for updated information go to: www.ucc.org/50

BROADWAY
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

2504 Broadway
New York, NY 1002!



