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Years ago, when | worked with the
youth of a large suburban parish, my
ministry was known for many things.
But the one thing for which 1 am
probably best remembered was my
willingness to say shocking things in
order to get the attention of bright but
bored teenagers.

One Sunday morning, a group of high
schoolers approached with smiles on
their faces. They were up to
something. “What are you giving up
for Lent, Pastor James?” There was
a pregnant pause. “God,” | replied
without missing a beat. Trust me, that
got their attention (and the attention
of some of their parents)! After we all
recovered from a good laugh, we
started talking about why people give
up things during this time of
preparation before Easter.

For years, | did give up things for
Lent: chocolate, swearing, and other

such delicacies. But | still never
understood exactly what this
abstinence was all about. Was |

showing God how sorry | was for
being a sinner? Did I think these self-
sacrifices somehow evened the
scale? Was | training my soul (like
one trains the body) for my trip to the
cross with Jesus? | never quite knew.
| still don’t. And so nowadays, | don’t
give anything up for Lent.

Once | heard a preacher say that
during Lent, we shouldn’t give things
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up. Instead, we should take something
on. As Jesus entered the final days
of his earthly life, trying to prepare for
what would be required of him, needy
people still followed him. Sick people
still needed to be healed. Hungry
people still looked to him for food for
their bodies and souls. The people’s
needs didn’'t stop just because the
road before Jesus grew dark.

As we enter the contemplative days
of Lent (beginning on Ash Wed-
nesday, February 21), the war in Iraq
will still rage on. The genocide in
Darfur will continue. The environment
will continue to be strangled by
corporate greed and political
maneuverings. People will still sleep
on the streets of our city. People’s
needs don't stop just because we
decide to be contemplative.

Doesn’t giving up chocolate seem a
bit silly considering the plight of so
many of God’'s children? Doesn’t
shouldering someone else’s burden
seem more in line with the one who
shouldered a cross for us?
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The liturgical season of Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday which, this year, falls on February 21. As
usual, we have planned to collaborate with Advent
Church for both the noon and evening liturgies on that
day. Atthe evening service our two choirs will combine
to assist the congregation in the singing of Gregorio
Allegri’'s famous setting of Psalm 51. Allegri, who lived
from 1582 to 1652, was a singer in the Papal Chapel
from 1629 until his death. Despite numerous other
worthy compositions, he is known almost exclusively
for his setting of Psalm 51, which begins Miserere mei,
Deus (“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your
steadfast love.”) Those familiar with this choral work
remember it for its haunting high C, sung by one voice
in a small choir, the sweeping harmony of the larger
choir, separated by simple plain chant, and also the
myths surrounding its performance by the Sistine
Chapel Choir. But Allegri’s original is far removed from
this received version.

History beguiles us with tales of secret ornamentation,
never written down, but simply passed from performer
to performer in the Papal Chapel. It was de rigeur for
those on the Grand Tour in the 18th century to hear this
work in the Sistine Chapel during Holy Week. Many
have expounded on the piece’'s beauty and
unigueness, and legend tells that unauthorized copying
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February 19 — PAUL WOODIEL, fiddle,
& CHRISTOPHER LAYER, flutes & bagpipes

Leonard Bernstein described three-time New England
fiddle contest champion Paul Woodiel as “a first-class
performer—one who combines spirituality with intellect.”
He is joined by Chris Layer, a versatile virtuoso on
several varieties of flutes and bagpipes who has
appeared with the National, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis
Symphonies, among others. Join them for a lively
evening of folk music-inspired improvisation. (For more

information, see: www.christopherlayer.com)

MUSIC MONDAYS (at 7:30 pm) is co-sponsored by
Broadway United Church of Christ and Advent Lutheran Church

of the work was an excommunicable offense.
According to a popular story (backed up by family
letters), the fourteen-year-old Mozart was visiting Rome
when he first heard the piece during the Wednesday
service. Later that day, he wrote it down entirely from
memory, returning to the Chapel that Friday to make
minor corrections. Sometime during his travels, he met
the British historian Dr. Charles Burney, who obtained
the piece from him and took it to London, where it was
published in 1771. Once it was published, the ban was
lifted, and Allegri’s Miserere has since been one of the
most popular a cappella choral works now performed.
The work was also transcribed by Felix Mendelssohn in
1831 and Franz Liszt, and various other 18th- and 19th-
century sources survive.

Although evidence of the work's inauthenticity
continues to mount, very few people have heard the
work performed differently, and even fewer will be so
bold as to suggest exactly what a replacement should
be. That having been said, many people will prefer the
ornamented “high C” version, and not care whether it is
authentic or not. The extraordinary popularity, if not the
intrinsic beauty, of this setting has been reaffirmed by
its use in numerous television and film soundtracks.
Come experience this piece on Ash Wednesday
evening and even join in its singing for yourself!

[Anyone wishing to sing with the combined choirs for
this event should speak to Doug and be prepared to
attend the Advent Church choir rehearsal on
Wednesday, February 14, at 7:30 p.m.]

Douglas O. Drake is Broadway Church’s Director of Music
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By John Schwartz
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| first heard about Camp Jefferson a couple of years ago
while chatting during the Sunday evening supper. A few
folks were talking about having gone to the camp to do
some clean-up work.

Their talk indicated a place where they had a nice time
despite a whole bunch of negatives. | particularly recall
someone describing the beauty of the lake. “If you can
untangle yourself from the freshwater seaweed and
manage to swim out 30 yards, the lake is pretty nice.”
The picture that left with me was luke-warm at best.

A few months ago, some help was needed to close the
camp for the season. This time | decided to go to see for
myself. At nine o'clock on a sunny morning, Marcos,
Brian and Kyle picked me up near my apartment in
Washington Heights and we headed up along the Hudson
River. The weather forecast was for rain by mid-
afternoon, so | was watching the sky — aware that any
place looks better on a sunny day. | wanted to see Camp
Jefferson in its best light because we were not only
closing the camp for the season, we were beginning a

The October 2006 “Closing Day” at Camp Jefferson :
(from left to right) Kyle Carnes, John Schwartz (author) ,
and Brian Peterson, who is the current President of the Camp
Jefferson Board. (Photo by Marcos Martins)

photo: Stan Patz

process of discerning the future of the camp - and
Broadway's future role in regards to the camp. Boiled
down, these choices were to fix-up the place, or to get rid
of it. | had heard these choices at a meeting back in
September, and | knew it was premature for me to have
any opinion until I actually saw the camp.

After about an hour’s drive north, we arrived at the camp.
Full of donuts and coffee, we were sufficiently sugared
and caffeinated to do our work — the hardest task being to
dry-dock some metal boats onto the rocky bank of the
lake. The rest of the work was to do some light clean-up
and turn the water off so the pipes wouldn't freeze.
Marcos had taken his digital camera along, so we took
tons of pictures of the condition of the camp — as well as
pictures of the beauty of the area. What | saw that day,
and what | see today as | review those pictures have
modified my initial luke-warm response to having only
heard second-hand about the camp. | have some
opinions now based on having seen it first hand.

In the year ahead, Broadway is going to continue this
process of looking at Camp Jefferson. We would like our
discernment regarding the future of this camp to be based
on YOUR first hand look at it. That is why | am not going
to describe what | saw, nor offer my opinions on what
needs to happen. Instead, | am going to invite you to
come take a look for yourself this spring (the date is
tentatively set for Saturday, May 12th.)

Come experience the ride north and how you feel leaving
the city. Come see the road leading back to the camp.
Walk through the circa 1922 cabin, sit for a spell in the
outhouse, walk a trail, skip a stone on the water, share
some time with your Broadway buddies pondering the
trees, the hills and the sky. Only in experiencing Camp
Jefferson in this way, we will be begin to have clarity on
what Broadway'’s role will be for the future of this camp.

This trip will not be about work, and not about making a
decision on the spot. It will be a fun day, an escape from
the city, a time with friends, hopefully with moments
simply to feel God’s presence in a more natural setting. It
will be one of many first steps we take in forming an
opinion that one day will lead us to a decision.

So, come along and experience it for yourself! Once
the date is confirmed, we'll let you know — but please
pencil Sat., May 12th, into your calendars now!

John Schwartz (for the Camp Jefferson Board)
! $ "3
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At the Spring 2006 Corporate Meeting, BUCC members and friends expressed a strong desire to see the security of our
building addressed in verifiable ways. Since that time, BUCC and Advent have been in discussion about this issue.
After the break-in and vandalism of church offices last month, the issue took on a greater urgency. BUCC is moving
ahead immediately with having our offices protected by a professional alarm system. But larger issues of building
security remain open.

On Sunday, March 11, 2007 at 2 pm, the Staff and Board of Stewards of Broadway United Church of Christ will meet
with the Staff and Church Council of Advent Lutheran Church in an open forum to discuss the security needs of our
building and what our next steps will be in addressing this issue. Watch for more details as they become available.

Larry and | just got back [Sunday, Jan. 21] from the lovely installation service of Jennifer Glover at the Pass-a-Grille Beach
Community Church/UCC. It was great to see her, Allen and baby Aaron. It seems to be a great church, less than a block
from St. Pete Beach. The congregation clearly loves their new Associate Pastor, and the feeling seems quite mutual.
Former BUCC members Ron Patterson and Charnley Marsden, now at Naples, FL UCC, were there too!

Next Saturday morning we will be joining the Sarasota Demonstration "to tell the new Congress: Bring our troops home
NOW." It's part of the National Mandate for Peace and sponsored by Sarasota Grandparents for Peace (smile) in
solidarity with SW Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice. So please tell Amanda and others that we'll be part of the
crowd though not visible with her in Washington.

Love to all our dear friends at BUCC! Peace, Marjand Larry Long (writing from our winter home in Bradenton, FL)

[Thanks to Marj and Larry for also including th e detailed accounting of Jenn Glover’s installation , below!]

to the congregration. He said he would speak to them
like Jenn's "Dutch uncle." He urged the people there to

Jennifer Glover, who served as staff member for Christian
Education at Broadway Church while she finished her
seminary education (2002-2003), was installed as
Associate Minister of the Pass-A-Grille Beach Community
Church in Florida on January 21, 2007.

Dr. Jean Simpson, Regional Conference Minister for the
Gulf Coast, Florida Conference, delivered the charge to the
new minister. She pulled out a tool box, and making a list
in a manner worthy of St. Paul, held up household tools as
symbols of the points she wished to make. For example, a
level was offered as a symbol of balance in life, saying that
Jenn should have a regular day off, and "this is
commandment, not a suggestion." A tape measure was
the symbol for accountability, and a package of mixed nuts
and bolts stood in for the members of the congregation.

Ron Patterson, a former Broadway member and pastor of
the UCC church in Naples, picked up on the nuts and bolts
metaphor to refer to people who were difficult, in his charge

"be the family that they [Jenn and family] left to come
here." He also said that if they were great, Jenn would
be great.

The church is a large, pleasant, relatively new, modern-
style building just across the street from Pass-A-Grille
Beach, which is a sand bar between the Gulf of Mexico
and St. Petersburg. The members of the congregation
and Jenn seem to have bonded already. Aaron, Jenn
and Allen's almost-year-old son, was handed from one
member to another during the reception after the
service without any complaint on his part. He was
teething, so he was not happy. But he definitely
seemed to feel at home.

For Ron and his wife, Charnley Marsden, and for us, it
was a pleasure to take part in an event that signified
the fruition of years of study and work by Jenn and
interested support by many of us at Broadway.

Marj and Larry Long
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(We'd love to include
YOUR news & pictures!
Just call 212-316-5700)
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Jean’s poem came along with the following note,
explaining her motivation for sharing this

particular gem:

| was just about to ask whether anyone else
had been visited by flies during this weather [a
very warm December in NYC], when a
delegation of the creatures came to our
January Communion service — putting a whole
new spin on our being “Open and Welcoming
to Alll”

Fly

after Emily Dickinson

| heard a fly buzz.

When | tried

to shoo it out

the darn thing cried,

“It's cold out there —

| could have died!”
“Welcome to this house,”
| sighed.

The Rev. Donald Stumpf, a BUCC member who
now lives in California, sent Broadway Church a
New Year's gift:
One Water Buffalo

from Heifer International
a charity which “provides livestock and training, so
that [third world] families can improve nutrition and
earn extra income.” (see www.heifer.org)

To the gift/greeting card Don added:
“Aren’t you glad that YOU don’t have to take
care of its feeding and clean up?”

YES! (LOL!) THANKS, DON, and GOD BLESS!

#
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Florida is treating me very, very well. In six months | have
only heard one car horn honk, and that was a honk to let a
car get into the lane of the "honker”... it was a honk of
politeness!

It is a very gracious way of life. What do | miss? | miss
Sunday night worship and being able to see for myself the
population boom at BUCC. Now and then | miss the
energy of the city but on 80 degree days like today, my
sadness is very short-lived.

| work one day a week for Hospice, in the Social Work
Department, and four days a week at a local yacht/country
club. Itis not as pretentious as it sounds ... the people are
very nice and | have yet to meet an "uppity up."

I am building a house, in my spare time, and it is all going
rather well. The guest room awaits for anyone who can
make their way to Port St. Lucie, the spring training ground
of the Mets.

C'mon down, and my love to all, Diana Walker
(dianapl75@yahoo.com)
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Although it is still four months until the UCC's 26th
General Synod and 50th Anniversary Celebration
(June 22-26, 2007), it is not too soon for you to start
thinking about attending, even if you are able to attend
just one or two major events. That is because it will be
held in relatively nearby Hartford, CT, in the downtown
Civic Center. Because of its proximity to our UCC New
York Conference, the Conference Annual Meeting will
be held the morning of Fri., June 22, from 9:00 am to
lunch at 11:30 am at the downtown Crowne Plaza
Hotel, Hartford.

The New York Conference and our own Metropolitan
Association, UCC, are encouraging a large turnout from
New York, and you can indicate TODAY that you "want
to be in that number" in Hartford for this exciting
occasion when our United Church of Christ will be
celebrating its 50th anniversary. Already 150 from the
New York Conference have indicated on the
Metro/Suffolk website their intention to be in Hartford,
including 8 from Broadway United Church of Christ
(Pastor James Campbell has already registered)!
Wouldn't it be great to have a large contingent from
Broadway Church attending the NY Conference and/or
General Synod in Hartford?

. 0

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS :

2 Andrew Lew 13 Rick Alston

5 Thomas Farrington 19 Kia Widlo

8 Connie Conklin 26 Nathalie Luciano
10 Kristen Nadeau 28 Carol Alston

And coming up in early March : Mar. 7, Danielle
Gibsman; Mar. 11, Kyle Carnes; Mar. 15, Doe'Rain
Deanne

Congratulations and best wishes to all!

If we missed anyone’s birthday, please inform
the church office at 212-316-5700 or
office@bwayucc.org.
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A Special feature of the UCC Synod this year will
be the Anniversary Event called:

SYNOD IN THE CITY! — Saturday, June 23

A day-long event celebrating 50 years of faithful ministry
and our future as a diverse community listening for God's
stillspeaking voice!

This joyful celebration will feature a wide range of
speakers, theologians, artists, performers, and multimedia
events, beginning with worship at 8:30 a.m., and running
throughout the day until 7 p.m. It will be anchored at the
Hartford Civic Center (the main staging area for General
Synod) with additional performances and presentations in
venues nearby.

For more details on the exciting programs and people
involved in this event, go to www.ucc.org/synod then
click on "Synod in the City" link.

For more information on how to register for the Synod
and the NY Conference Annual Meeting, visit
uccmetrosuffolk.org and click on the words “Here's how to
register for Synod...” — right next to the “let it shine " graphic!

SYNOD “CONTESTS!”

Signing up to “be in that number” also enters you into a
drawing at the NY Conference Annual Meeting in Hartford
-- the person whose name is drawn wins a free dinner for
4 saints at one of Hartford 's best restaurants.

The congregation with the highest percentage of its
membership registered for the Synod wins the opportunity to
have the Rev. John Thomas, General Minister and President
of the UCC, preach at one of its Sunday services.

The Association with the highest percentage of its
membership signed-up wins the new “Empy Award” for
promoting UCC identity, involvement and support. The
Empy is named in part for our Empire State, but even
more for the "Empire of God" and "Empire of Heaven"
Jesus so often talked about. (In the original biblical
language, the word often rendered in English as 'kingdom’
equally translates to 'empire.")

For detailed information on General Synod as to
schedule, hotel and meal accommodations, etc., go to:
www.ucc.org/synod
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“Beloved, let us love one another, because loseoff God...”

PRAYERS of HOPE & HEALING for...

Alicia Negrin, who has severe back problems

Anita Clewett, recovering from surgery

Caitlin and her family

Calin, recovering from a mastectomy

The Cerman Family

Carmen & Sean, who fight Multiple Sclerosis

Dan Garvin, who faces going on long-term
disability because of illness

Dorothy

Jan Sparks, who just entered a hospice,
and all her family

Jeannie Gross

Laurie, who is in need of housing, hope,
courage, and strength

Marjorie Rader, suffering from congestive
heart failure; she is the mother-in-law
of Betsy Harris’ brother, Waller Harris

Nan, struggling with depression

Nick, Brian D’Agostino’s father, who is very
ill and in the hospital

Pat and Regina, both receiving cancer
treatments

Rev. Dr. Forrester Church, former Senior
Pastor of All Souls Unitarian Church,
who is seriously ill with cancer

Richie, who has many health problems

Robin Lynne Frye and her mother, who is
very ill

Ron Marose recovering from surgery

Vitalia, who is fighting cancer

Pray for the person(s) who broke into the
BUCC and Advent offices

For all going into surgery and struggling with
serious health issues.

Help for all those who struggle for hope,
healing, courage, and strength

And for all those who are alone and have no
one to turn to or to pray for them

HELP & JUSTICE for...

Farah and Marvin L., who are in serious
need of a home

And all those in NYC who are homeless or
struggling to find affordable housing

1 John 4:7a

Melanie, who needs peace

All foster children

All who are hungry

All those who have to cope with dangerous
and inadequate housing

All those who suffer persecution

All those who are unemployed or under-
employed and facing the grueling
struggle of job searching and
interviewing

All those in harm’s way — help them find
courage and God’s strength

The earth itself, all its life-forms, and all those
who are its stewards

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING for...

Annie & Sean, who recently found employment
Emma, a baby born under 3 pounds, but who
is now going home weighing 6 pounds

Fredda

Joe Sweeney’s successful surgery

Susan

FLOWERS and the promise of Spring,
especially the “frozen daffodils that poke
their way out of the earth!”

All care-givers

All friends and “support angels!”

Our church and all churches worldwide

FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Bob Church and all his family, as they mourn
the death of his father.

Keren, who lost her brother Heath to cancer

Lynne, who's very sad and lonely after the
death of her sweet dog

SAFETY & PEACE for...

Traveling friends and family

All peoples facing war and bloodshed in their
homelands, especially...

The peoples of Afghanistan, Darfur, Israel,
Irag, Lebanon, and Palestine

MAY WISDOM, PEACE, AND LOVE REIGN

"Tell me how much you know of the sufferings of youellow [humans]
and | will tell how much you have loved them." — Helmut Thielicke
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Mon., Feb. 5, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards

Sat., Feb. 17, 4-7 pm — OPEN HOUSE AT THE PARSONAGE

Sun., Feb. 18, 6:30 pm — BUCC Trust Committee

Mon., Feb. 19 — BUCC OFFICE CLOSED (Presidents’ Day)

Mon., Feb. 19, 7:30 pm — MUSIC MONDAYS CONCERT
(Paul Woodiel, fiddle, & Chris Layer, flutes/bagpipes)

Wed., Feb. 21, Noon & 7:30 pm — ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
(Joint services with Advent Lutheran Church)

Sun., Feb. 25, 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Sun., Mar. 4, 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Mon., Mar. 5, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards

Sun., Mar. 11, 2:00 pm — Advent & BUCC Staff Meet with their Board/Council
“ 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY [ DAYLIGHT SAVINGS STARTS! ]

Sun., Mar. 18, 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Mon., Mar. 19, 7:30 pm — MUSIC MONDAYS CONCERT (Percussia)

Sun., Mar. 25, 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Sun., Apr. 1, 6:30 pm — LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Mon., Apr. 2, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards

Thu., Apr. 5 (eve) — MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE (with Advent)

Fri., Apr. 6 (eve) — TENEBRAE SERVICE (with Advent)

Mon., Apr. 9 — BUCC OFFICE CLOSED (Day after Easter)

Thu., Apr. 12, 7:00 pm — Camp Jefferson Board

Mon., Apr. 30 — MUSIC MONDAYS CONCERT (ECCO)

Mon., May 7, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards

Mon., May 21, 7:30 pm — MUSIC MONDAYS CONCERT (Mosaik Two)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey ~ you're welcomeher

BROADWAY
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

2504 Broadway
New York, NY 1002!



