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Every year at this time, my friend Dean
and | lament that finding a religious
Easter card is an increasingly difficult
task. Every once in awhile, you may
find a quasi-spiritual card that talks
about God's revelation in the spring
flowers, but just try to find one that
actually mentions the resurrection! It is
the spiritual event that “dares not speak
its name.”

| wonder if this cultural shyness about
resurrection is a reflection of the
church’s shyness about it. After all, how
are we to explain the rising of Jesus to
people outside the church or even to
the people next to us in the pew?
Where do we get the chutzpah to say
that death is not the end, when we
know all too well that death comes to
everyone, and sure seems final when it
does? What about all we have learned
through science and philosophy and
reason? How do we defend the notion
of resurrection in the face of these
witnesses? No wonder no one wants to
print religious Easter cards! The target
consumer pool seems to get smaller
and smaller.

Do you have questions about the
resurrection? Well, so do I. And | don't
think we are alone. But questions are not
necessarily impediments to Easter joy.

Years ago, | received some very helpful
advice about preaching. Believe it or

not, | am not always convinced of
some of the things | say. | struggle
with faith like everyone else. I
understand that belief is not always
easily defended. When | expressed
these doubts to a wise advisor, she
said: “As a preacher, your job is not to
prove anything. Your job is simply to
proclaim the Good News. The
fulfillment is God’'s business, not
yours.” Her words reminded me of
these words from the great reformer,
John Wesley: “Preach faith until you
have it.”

And that, dear friends, is exactly what
we will do on Easter Sunday. Like
generations of Christians before us, we
will celebrate a Living Jesus. We will
proclaim the hope of an empty tomb.
We will look death square in the eye
and dare to sing that in God’s
economy, love and life have the final
word.

And as we do, as we dare to proclaim
what we cannot prove and yet trust is true,
faith will rise up within us — just as surely
as our Lord Jesus rose from his grave.
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When is a mystery not a mystery? Perhaps when it
doesn’t seem to matter! Such is the case with the
Bach cantata to be sung by guest soloist Robert
Mobsby on Easter Sunday.

You may recall Bob singing Charles Wood's setting of
the St. Mark Passion in last year's Palm Sunday
service. This year he will offer up J.S. Bach’s
Cantata No. 158, “May Peace Be unto Thee.”

While there is plenty for musical scholars to ponder
regarding the origins of this work and its present form,
the cantata provides an undoubtedly fine example of
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APRIL 30, 7:30pm — ECCO

In 2001, a group of exciting young string players
envisioned the creation of a conductor-less chamber
orchestra, based upon demaocratic principles, whose
focus is to be purely on musicmaking. This organic
approach, passion, and commitment resulted in the
creation of ECCO (East Coast Chamber Orchestra),
which combines the strength and power of an
orchestral ensemble with the personal, intimate
nature of chamber music. Their Town Hall (NYC)
debut in February of 2004 confirmed ECCQ's position
as the most exceptional ensemble of the new
generation whose fresh interpretations of new and
old works coupled with highly nuanced and joyous
playing earned them standing ovations.
www franksalomon com/ roster asn

MUSIC MONDAYS (at 7:30 pm) is co-sponsored by
Broadway United Church of Christ & Advent Lutheran Church
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a solo aria for bass voice accompanied by a virtuosic
violin solo.

In this age of handsomely published editions of musical
scores and commercial recordings of “complete works,”
it is hard to imagine the perilous physical circumstances
that older works of musical art had to endure in order to
survive. Fragile paper manuscripts deteriorated and
were lost to the ravages of time, climate, fire, war, and
neglect. In the case of this work, there is a strong
suggestion that the interior two movements belonged to
a different, more complete cantata written for another
occasion. Indeed, a handwritten label-though not in
Bach’s hand—describes this cantata as intended for two
disparate feast days of the church year: the feast of
Christ's presentation as an infant in the temple
(variously known as the feast of Mary's purification or
Candlemas), and the third day of Easter, that is Tuesday
of Easter week. It is as if Bach (or perhaps someone else)
appended the Easter-themed opening recitative and
closing hymn chorus to the trunk of a work that describes
old Simeon'’s response to meeting the Christ child. In any
case, we'll probably never know for certain, but we can still
marvel at the results.

Baritone Robert Mobsby will be joined for the Bach
Cantata by violinist Mark Gunderman (of Advent's
congregation) and cellist Julia Bruskin, who will also
join me in presenting German Romantic music for
violin, cello and organ by Josef Rheinberger (1839-
1901). The BUCC Choir will sing “Since by Man Came
Death” from Handel's Messiah. Do plan to worship with
us this Easter Sunday, and invite your friends!

(Douglas O. Drake is BUCC's Director of Music)

!
"#$% &

ANN HOYT, the BUCC Choir’s luminous soprano,
will perform a Benefit Concert on Sunday May 20,
at 7:00 pm for the TIFFANY WINDOWS PROJECT.
The concert is entitled, "My Favorite Songs from
A to Z," and will follow the weekly supper that
evening after worship.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!
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Easter is a time when many find themselves
interested in coming to church, to visit, to reconnect
with their own faith, or to experience something new
and special.

When you're speaking to neighbors, co-workers, or
family members, and welcoming them to Broadway
for our Easter service and dinner, please remember
to highlight our offerings for children.

Every Sunday evening, and especially on Easter
Sunday, we offer a wonderful program for children,
along with childcare for very young children. We
have curriculum and worship materials especially for
young people, and will have special offerings on
Easter evening. Sunday School is a small and
hopeful part of our congregation, and is often key for
newcomers and visitors—when you mention it in
talking up Broadway, you extend a full welcome to
this warm congregation.

Happy Eastertide,
Stephanie Hughes, Children’s Education Coordinator

Boat & Lake at Camp Jefferson -- Photo: Marcos Martins
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The applications for grants from Broadway’s
Social Justice and Outreach Fund  have been
sent out to a number of organizations, and we are
awaiting their return. If you (or anyone that you
know) work for or are associated with a particular
not-for-profit organization that is tending to the
needs of our human family, please pick up a
brochure on the back table on Sunday evenings.
Applications and brochures are also available
during the week between 11 — 5 in Broadway
Church’s office. Applications are due on April 15,
2007, not April 1, as advertised in last month’s
newsletter. Thanks for your support!

Our mission trip to New Orleans has been
postponed. After much discussion, the Mission
Committee has decided that planning for a trip this
summer would be rushed. We want to give as
many people as possible an opportunity to attend
as they are interested. We now expect to be
traveling to New Orleans, LA in January 2008.
Please stay tuned to your newsletters, e-mails, and
weekly announcements; there is more information
and encouragement to follow! Happy Easter!

Kyle Carnes
Mission Program Coordinator
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REMEMBER: On Saturday, May 12, the Camp
Jefferson Board and Broadway Church invite you to
spend the day with us in beautiful Harriman State Park!

We will depart in the morning (transportation
provided by the church) and drive the 45 minutes
upstate, where we will begin the day hiking through a
forest alive with spring! The hike will terminate at
Broadway Church’s Camp Jefferson, a land marked
cabin on Lake Stahahe, where we will enjoy the
gorgeous scenery, an old-fashioned cookout, and
some devotional moments. We plan to return to the
church by the late afternoon.

You won't want to miss it!
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(We'd love to include
YOUR news & pictures!
Just call 212-316-5700)
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Many, many thanks to all of you from
me and my family for the love and
support that you showed after the
death of my mother. Broadway Church
has always been a big part of my life,
but | never realized just how wonderful
a community of caring people you are
until you reached out to us in our
difficult time.

With much love,
Anne Croly
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| made it through basic training at
Benning (toughest base in the US).
Lord willin (and | mean lord willin -- it was
hard)! | miss everybody and look forward
to seeing you when | am in New York.

best, ilia
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"Charity is a matter of semi-personal attributes;
justice, a matter of public policy.

Charity seeks to alleviate the effects of injustice;
justice seeks to eliminate the causes of it!”

The Rev. William Sloane Coffin

“Much of this poem was written on my trips home
from Sunday Services at Broadway, so | think of it as
a Broadway Church poem!” Jean Balderston
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We pass the church whose gray stone spire
thrusts its heft over Central Park West;

lumber into the transverse

that cuts through Central Park.

Outside the bus windows, sun bands new grass.
Inside the bus it grows dark

as trees fresh with leaves arch overhead.
Fluorescent lights we hadn’t noticed were lit
cast their cool gleam on a woman'’s book.

Like a peony, white pages bloom.

by Jean Balderston

This poem originally appeared in the anthology:
You Are Here: New York City Streets in Poetry
edited by Peggy Garrison, Victoria Hallerman,
and David Quintavalle (NHL P&Q Press, 2006
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Hello! Wayne and | took a week's vacation in San
Francisco -- mainly to get out of the cold in Colorado...

We joined this group called Elderhostel and, as expected,
most of the participants were seniors. | was probably the
youngest. Anyway, it was a fun group. Elderhostel makes
their tours very educational. This one has Chinese New
Year as theme so we had lectures about it as well as the
Chinese immigration experience and culture. We went to
Angel Island (which is the Ellis Island of the West), the
Asian Museum, Chinatown where we ate dimsun one time
and a banquet another time, and other places. | love San
Francisco -- it is so much more diverse than Boulder.

The weather too was lovely -- more moisture than we
have here. | would like to live in San Francisco, but | hear
it's even more expensive there than New York!

...S0 good to hear that BUCC is doing well.
I'm still painfully missing all of you and New York!

Warmest regards, Tocy
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Donald writes that he is currently worshipping
at the Claremont UCC, which “is admirable in
may ways -- liberal -- ONA* -- fine organ and
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS:

choir -- socially committed.” Marjorie Long
Brian Peterson 20 Kyle Neyer
At Pilgrim Place, the retirement community Donna Rae Eby 22 Denisse Luciano

Steven Hornsby 24 Ariel Padilla
Emily Whittemore 24  Katherine Segalla

Deborah De Simone 27  Gay Brookes

for Christian professionals (in Claremont, CA)
where he lives now, “l sing with the Pilgrim
Place Chorale, and we have theology,
eucharistic, and social action study groups.
Vespers every Thursday. Something doing
all the time.”
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And coming up in early May: May 1, Jeanne
Burbank; May 2, Bill Conklin; May 5, Mary Burns and
Samuel Roshorough Batchelor

Concerning his health, Donald reports he is
doing much better and that, “I should [soon]
begin using the swimming pool!”

Congratulations and best wishes to all!
If we missed anyone’s birthday, please inform the
Broadway Church office at 212-316-5700 or

[ * ONA = Open and Affirming ] office@bwayucc.org.
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A Baptist church in Sydney, Australia,
created a stir by posting a sign reading
"Jesus loves Osama." Prime Minister John
Howard, for one, was not pleased. "I
understand the Christian motivation of the
Baptist church,” Howard said. "But | hope
they will understand that a lot of Australians,
including many Australian Christians, will
think that the prayer priority of the church on
this occasion could have been elsewhere." A
spokesperson for the Baptist church said,
"All we are doing is sharing the gospel!"

From Christian Century, March 6, 2007, p. 6.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
CALL TO ACTION! LN

The Bristol Hill Congregational United Church of Christ
struggles with the presence of the Oswego County
Landfill in it's backyard in Volney, NY — a little north of
Syracuse.

Though already an environmental menace, there are
now plans to expand this landfill, bringing it to within
1,200' of the Bristol Hill church property and increasing
the mound’'s height by some 50'. Even before this
expansion, people are experiencing more cancer and
health problems around the landfill, and pungent odors
frequently greet parishioners and visitors as they enter
the Bristol Hill church grounds. If this menace becomes
even larger, it will devastate this congregation.

Founded in 1812, Bristol Hill is a small country church
with a rich history. In 2001 it was placed on the National
Historical Ledger as a way station along the Underground
Railroad. African Americans and European American
members joined together and risked their lives and
property to hide fugitive slaves seeking freedom from the
South.

Your prayers for this congregation and their Pastor, Jim
Hinman, would be greatly appreciated, however there are
2 ways we can help even more:

The UCC New York Conference urges us all to support
the Bristol Hill Church with our pens, by SIGNING THE
PETITION (on the back table in the sanctuary) and
WRITING LETTERS to the state Department of
Environmental Conservation, addressing them to:

Joseph M. Dlugolenski

NYSDEC

615 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, New York 13204-2400

Please ask Mr. Dlugolenski to DENY the application for
the expansion of the Oswego County Landfill with specific
reasons, such as the harmful health and environmental
impact and/or the historical significance of the Volney
Congregational Church on Bristol Hill, Volney, NY.

LETTERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN THE NEXT
WEEK or two in order for them to have any impact, so
please write today and also sign the petition (on the
back table in the sanctuary) on Sunday!

For more information, you can contact:
Rev. JAMES L. HINMAN, Pastor
Ph: (315) 593-1114 / www.bristolhillucc.org
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As communities across the U.S. celebrate Earth Day
on April 22 , we can look back in history and discover
yet another UCC first. Twenty years ago, on the eve
of Earth Day 1987, the United Church of Christ's
Commission for Racial Justice published a landmark
report, “Toxic Waste and Race.” For the first time in
history, the disproportionate burden borne by African
American, Latino, Native American, and Asian
American communities as the “dumping grounds” for
our nation’s waste and pollution was documented.

The study looked at every zip code in the United
States and identified where toxic waste sites were
located. It found that race was the most significant
factor, even more significant than poverty. “Toxic
Waste and Race” led to the coining of the term
“environmental racism” and helped to jump-start the
environmental justice movement.

Thanks to Our Church’s Wider Mission, the UCC has
continued to speak truth to power and nurture
grassroots movements in communities at risk so that
all may realize the promise and blessings of God’s
good creation.

From a UCC “Mission Moment” from April 2007

REMEMBER:
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This year's SPRING ANNUAL MEETING will be at:

Ridgeview Congregational Church, UCC

12 Ridgeview Ave., White Plains, NY 10606
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM (includes Lunch)

[8:00 AM Registration and Continental Breakfast |

The day’'s schedule includes a business meeting to
vote on the report of the Nominating Committee. We
will also learn more about Boundary Awareness and
Boundary Training, and there will be a special worship
service featuring one of our returning missionaries as
preacher.

You can register online (www.uccmetrosuffolk.org
look on the right under “Upcoming Events”.)
Registration Fees are: $25.00 for adults; $15.00 for
youth up to 18 years, and no fee for retired clergy.

Note: Every church, including BUCC, should have a
minimum of 2 lay delegates. If you are a member of
Broadway and would be open to be one of our 2 lay
delegates, please call the church office (212-316-5700)
or email Pastor Campbell at: james@bwayucc.org.
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“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful andfective!”

PRAYERS of HOPE & HEALING for...

Advent Lutheran’'s Pastor Elise Brown
(healing from a detached retina) and for
all going into surgery and struggling with
serious health issues

Caitlin and her family

Elaine Adamenko, recovering from brain surgery

Evelyn Wolter, homebound and in poor health

Jacob (8 yrs old), who just had serious head
surgery

Jane Furth, recovering from a fall that broke
her ribs and punctured her lung

John Marren, struggling against cancer (a
friend of Betsy Harris)

Ida Mottley and all those who have been
suffering from this year’s severe flu

Mary Ramsay’s son, Malcolm, who just left
his job (and his health insurance) only to
discover that he has a kidney stone

Pru Shuler, fighting breast cancer

Rosetta Marie Gibson’s mother, who is
struggling with chemotherapy

Sara Liebe and those who care for her

Sandy, fighting a spinal cord tumor

Sharon, who has stomach cancer

Steven Hornsby's father, Joseph, as he begins
chemotherapy (and for his whole family)

For all who are lonely and have no one to
bless them

For all those who suffer emotional pain from
failed or troubled relationships

Help for all those who struggle for hope,
healing, courage, and strength

HELP & JUSTICE for...

Hyacinth and Lorinne, for a peaceful meeting

Nan and all those who are homeless or struggling
to gain safe and affordable housing

All those who are feeling the desperation of
being unemployed or under-employed;
help them find some means of support

All those who are hungry or need care and love

The people of the Solomon Islands, as they
struggle with the devastation of the
tsunami

James 5:16

All those in harm’s way — help them find
courage and God’s strength

The earth itself, all its life-forms, and all
those who are its stewards

COMFORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Ann Jones’ family and friends

Dorothy Croly's friends and family (the mother of
Anne Croly)

Dulce on the anniversary of the death of her son,
Oscar, Jr.

Ed Bolella and family, mourning the death of his
mother

Geraldine’s family and friends

Richard Garcia’s familiy and friends, who moumn
his sudden and unexpected passing

Friends and families of victims of the recent
shootings on W. Houston St., and all victims
of violence

Relatives and friends who mourn the loss of sons
and daughters in wars around the world

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING for...

The life of Anita Varén Davis, Tina deVaron's
aunt, and all her friends and family

Hussan’s successful surgery — she is well
on the way to recovery

The life and ministry of Rhoda Rhodes of
Grace Congregational Church of Harlem

Maria Martins, who recently passed her
citizenship exam

All healing and all care-givers

All friends and “support angels!”

Our church and all churches worldwide

SAFETY & PEACE for...

Christopher

The Hill Family, on their way home to
Australia, and all loved ones travelling

American soldiers, wounded or killed overseas,
and for all victims of unjust wars

All the people suffering war and terrorism in
Africa, the Mideast, and throughout the world

MAY WISDOM, PEACE, AND LOVE REIGN

"Where there is love, there is lifel" — Mahatma Gandhi
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Sun., Apr. 1, 6:30 pm — Lenten Bible Study
Mon., Apr. 2, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards
(See above listing for special Holy Week Services)
Mon., Apr. 9 — BUCC OFFICE CLOSED
Thu., Apr. 12, 5:30 pm — Staff Meeting
* 7 " 7:30 pm — Camp Jefferson Board
Sun., Apr. 15, 6:30 pm — BUCC Trust Committee
Mon., Apr. 16, 6:30 pm — BUCC Mission Committee
Sat., Apr. 21 - Metro Association Annual Meeting at Ridgeview
Congregational Church, 12 Ridgeview Ave., White Plains, NY
Mon., Apr. 30, 7:30 pm — Music Mondays Concert (ECCO)
Mon., May 7, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards
Sat., May 12 — BUCC Outing to Camp Jefferson in Harriman State Park
Sun., May 20, 7 pm — Ann Hoyt's Benefit Concert for the Tiffany Window
Restoration Project, "My Favorite Songs from Ato Z."
Mon., May 21, 7:30 pm — Music Mondays Concert (Mosaik Two)
Mon., May 28 — BUCC OFFICE CLOSED (Memorial Day)
Mon., June 4, 6:30 pm — BUCC Board of Stewards
Sun. June 10, 6:30 pm - BUCC SPRING CORPORATE MEETING
Thu, June 14, 5:30 pm - Joint Property Committee

BROADWAY

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

2504 Broadway

New York, NY 1002!



